Anglican Priest, Exstwhile Shepherd, Actress
and Radio Voice Wins $20,000 Poetry Prize
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MONTREAL, September 23, 2013 — The not-for-profit Montreal International Poetry Prize
announces its 2013 prize-winner Mia Anderson, an accomplished poet originally from Toronto but
now living in Portneuf, Quebec, Canada. Anderson was selected from among close to 2000 entries
from 70 countries to win the $20,000 prize. Asked for a statement, Anderson remarked: “it’s
uncanny, the pleasure it gives that the judge seems to have “got” what I was trying to toss aloft. I'm
immensely grateful.”
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Mia Anderson is a writer, an Anglican priest, an erstwhile shepherd, long-time actress and a once-
familiar voice in CBC radio dramas. In fact, hers is the voice of Atwood’s The Journals of Suzanna
Moodie. Born and raised in Toronto, where she graduated in English Language and Literature from
the University of Toronto, Mia Anderson spent the next 25 years on the stage in London, England,
in Edinburgh, Manchester, and across Canada (including 5 seasons at the Stratford Festival) and a
national tour of her one-woman show 70 Women, 2 Men and a Moose. Mia has published four books
of poetry.
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The Montreal Prize brought together 10 accomplished poets from around the globe to act as editors
of the 2073 Global Poetry Anthology collection. These editors then sorted through submissions
without seeing author names and selected poems for the collection (which also served as a shortlist
for the prize). Prize Judge Don Paterson then read a copy of the manuscript of the anthology (also
without seeing author names) and selected the $20,000 poem.
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Here’s part of what Don Paterson, Scottish poet and editor of Picador (Macmillan’s poetry imprint),
had to say about the winning poem: ““The Antenna” is that rare thing—a conceit which has the
good taste not to outstay its welcome, but which also makes us think again about its subject in an
entirely new way. This poem about our spiritual ‘receivership’ is clever, musical, funny, and full of
memorable lines.”
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Mia Anderson will be on CBC’s Cinq a Six on September 28
!
The 2073 Global Poetry Anthology containing the top 52 poems entered in the Montreal Prize poetry

competition will be published by Véhicule Press, Signal Editions in November 2013.
!

The next Montreal International Poetry Prize competition will be held in 2015.

!

Visit www.montrealprize.com, discover the shortlisted poets and hear them read their poems.
|

Media Contact: Asa Boxer | aboxer@montrealprize.com









2013 Global Poetry Anthology

The Global Poetry anthologies are one-of-
a-kind collections of contemporary,
previously-unpublished poems gathered
from all corners of the English speaking
world. An international editorial board
ensures the series’ cosmopolitan palette,
and the “blind” selection process
guarantees that choices have been made
according to poetic calibre alone.

The 2013 Global Poetry Anthology was edited
by Mary Dalton (Canada), Keki Daruwalla
(India), Kwame Dawes (Ghana/Jamaica),
Michael Harris (Canada), Kendel Hyppolyte
(St Lucia), Medbh McGuckian (Ireland),
Sean O’Brien (England), Robyn Sarah
(Canada), Nicolette Stasko (USA/Australia),
Chase Twichell (USA).

“the anthology contains more than one ““Hell yeah!”” poetry moment -
the kind of poem that avid poetry readers can use to argue poetry’s
merits to the unconverted.” — Montreal Review of Books!



